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WELCOME MESSAGE

March 2023

Dear Families,
Let’s read!

Children develop a love of stories and poems when they read or are read to on a regular basis. These
experiences enrich and expand their world and encourage imagination. At the same time, you will be building
family memories to last a lifetime.

With this in mind, the Keystone State Literacy Association (KSLA) - which is committed to developing a love
of reading in all children across Pennsylvania, - is proclaiming the month of April as Families and Reading
Month. Throughout the month, families all across the state will be sharing the joys of reading at home. We
hope you will join in the fun by reading with your child each day in April.

Throughout Families and Reading Month, we encourage families to engage in reading or reading activities
for 15 minutes each day during the month of April. Attached you will find a calendar of ideas and activities
to promote reading. The activities are suggestions that can also be incorporated into a reading schedule
throughout the year.

As a thank-you for your support and encouragement, we ask, at the end of April, that you sign the attached
calendar and return it to your child’s teacher. In return, you and your child will receive a Certificate of
Achievement.

We hope you will take time to create some special memories during April. Now, let’s read!

Sincerely,

bt Unw

Debbie Urso

KSLA Families and Reading
Committee Chair
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UN BIENVENIDO

Marzo 2023
Queridas Familias,
'Vamos a leer!

Los ninos desarrollan un amor a los cuentos y poemas cuando leen o les leen regularmente. Estas
experiencias enriquecen y amplia su mundo y fomentar la imaginacién. Al mismo tiempo, se le construyen
recuerdos familiares que duraran toda la vida.

Con esto en mente, La Asociacidon Estatal de Lectura Keystone de Pensilvania (KSLA)- que se compromete a
desarrollar un amor por la lectura en los nifios a través de Pensilvania - proclama el mes de abril como el Mes
de las Familias y la Lectura. Durante todo el mes, las familias en todo el estado va a compartir las alegrias de
la lectura en casa. Esperamos que se unan a la diversién de la lectura con su hijo(a) todos los dias en abril.

Por medio de las familias y Mes de Lectura, animamos a las familias a participar en la lectura o las actividades
de lectura por 15 minutos cada dia durante el mes de abril. Adjunto encontrard un calendario de ideas y
actividades para promover la lectura. Las actividades son sugerencias de que también se pueden
incorporarse en un horario de lectura durante todo el ano.

Como agradecimiento por su apoyo y dnimo, nos le pedimos que a finales de abril firme el calendario adjunto
y devolverlo al profesor(a) de su hijo(a). A cambio, usted y su hijo(a) recibirdn un Certificado de
Aprovechamiento.

Nosotros espermaos que usted crea memorias especiales durante el mes de abril. jAhora vamos a leer!

Sinceramente,

bt Unw

Debbie Urso

KSLA Families and Reading
Committee Chair
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READING ALOUD TO

YOUR CHILDREN

Reading aloud is a gift you can give to your children
from the day they are born until the time they leave

the nest. Children’s reading experts agree that
reading aloud offers the easiest and most effective

way to help children become lifelong readers. It will

be as much fun for you as it is for your children.

A child whose day includes listening to lively stories
is more likely to grow up loving books and wanting to
read them. To spark this desire in your children, try

some of these suggestions offered by Reading Is

Fundamental (RIF), a national nonprofit organization

that inspires children to read.

Set aside a special time each day to read aloud to
your children. Fifteen minutes a day is an ideal
time.

Vary your selections. For very young children,
look for picture books with illustrations or
photographs and print that is simple and clear.
Once your child enters elementary school,
consider picture books, magazines, and even
chapter books.

Read slowly and with expression. The more you
ham it up, the more your children will love it.
Have your children sit where they can see the
book clearly, especially if it has pictures.

As you read aloud, encourage your children to
get in on the act. Invite them to describe
pictures, read bits of text, or predict what will
happen next.

Children like a sense of completion, so finish
what you begin. If the book is too lengthy to
finish in one sitting, find an appropriate stopping
point, such as the end of a chapter, and visit it
later in the day or the next day.

Continue to read aloud to your children even
after they begin school and are independent
readers. There is no age limit to reading to your
children.

Older children may enjoy reading aloud to a
younger sibling. They often like to revisit some of
their old favorites.
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LEYENDO EN VOZ ALTA A

SUS NINOS

Leer en voz alta es un regalo que le puede dar a sus
hijos desde el dia que nacen hasta que dejan el nido.
Los expertos en la lectura de los nifos estan de
acuerdo que leer en voz alta ofrece la manera mas
facil y efectiva de ayudar a los nifios a convertirse en
lectores de por vida. Sera tan divertido para usted,
asi como para sus nifos.

Un nifo cuyo dia incluye escuchar historias animadas
es mas probable que crezca amando los libros y
queriendo leerlos. Para despertar este deseo en sus
hijos, es posible que desee probar algunas de estas
sugerencias que ofrece Reading Is Fundamental (RIF)
(Leer Es Fundamental), una organizacion sin fines de
lucro que inspira a los jévenes a leer.

Reserve un tiempo especial cada dia para leer en
voz alta a sus hijos. Quince minutos al dia es un
tiempo ideal.

Varie sus selecciones. Para los ninos muy
pequenos, busque libros con ilustraciones o
fotografias, y que la letra sea simple y clara. Una
vez que su nifio ingrese a la escuela elemental,
considere libros con dibujos, revistas, y hasta
libros de capitulos.

Lea lentamente y con expresidn. Mientras mas lo
exagere, mas les gustara a sus nifios.

Haga que sus nifos se sienten en un lugar donde
puedan ver el libro claramente, especialmente si
es un libro con dibujos o revistas.

Mientras lee en voz alta, anime a sus nifios a
participar. Invitelos a describir las imagenes, leer
fragmentos del texto, o predecir lo que pasara
después.

A los nifios les gusta un sentido de finalizacién,
entonces termine lo que empezé. Si el libro es
demasiado largo para terminarlo en una sola vez,
busque un punto apropiado para parar, asi como
el final de un capitulo, y visitelo mas tarde en el
dia, o al dia siguiente.

Continte leyendo en voz alta a sus nifios incluso
hasta después de empezar la escuela y sean
lectores independientes. No hay limite de edad
para leer a sus ninos.

Los ninos mayores pueden disfrutar de leer en
voz alta a su hermano menor. A menudo les gusta
revisar sus libros viejos favoritos.
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TIPS FOR SELECTING

LITERATURE WITH

o Select books that appeal to your child’s interest.
o Take your child to the local public library. If
he/she doesn't already have a library card, get
him/her one. Browse the bookshelves and
borrow some new titles that you can read
together.
o Talk to your child about what you are reading
together.
o Ask questions about what is happening and
why.
o Encourage him to ask questions to clarify
what is happening or wonder about
something that isn’t clear.

CHILDREN

With so many books to choose from, how do you select the
right ones for your child? How do you know if your child is
enjoying or understanding what you’re reading together?
May you find these suggestions useful as you discover the
wonderful world of books with your family!

o Ask questions that begin with why or how to » Help your child summarize a story using these
promote deep thinking. questions:
¢ Use the Internet to research answers to o Who or what is the story about?

unanswered questions or to extend learning
about a certain topic from a book.

O O o o

o

When or where does the story take place?
What happens first?

What happens next?

How does the story end?

What lesson did the character learn?

¢ Read books aloud to your child on a regular basis. No
matter your child’s age, reading aloud to him/her is a
great bonding experience.

¢ Provide opportunities for shared reading. In a shared
reading, you take turns reading aloud with your child.
This could be taking turns reading a page or a
paragraph.

« Invite your child to read a favorite book to a younger
sibling, friend, or even a family pet.
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CONSEJOS PARA SELECCIONAR
Y USAR LITERATURA CON NINOS

¢ Seleccione libros que atraigan el interés de su nifo.

e Lleve a su nifo a la biblioteca publica local. Si él o
ella no tiene todavia una tarjeta de la biblioteca,
consiganle una. Busque en las estanterias y pida
prestados algunos titulos nuevos que puedan leer
juntos.

* Hable con su nifio acerca de lo que estan leyendo
juntos.

o Haga preguntas acerca de lo que est4 pasando y
por qué.

o Motivelo a que haga preguntas para clarificar lo
gue esta pasando o cuestione algo que no esté
claro.

o Haga preguntas que empiecen con por qué o
cémo para promover el pensamiento profundo.

o Utilice el internet para buscar respuestas a preguntas
sin respuesta o para ampliar el aprendizaje acerca de
un tema determinado de un libro.

Con tantos libros que se puede elegir, ;como seleccionas los
adecuados para tu nino? ; Cémo sabes si tu nino estd
disfrutando o entendiendo lo que estdn leyendo juntos?
iOjald encuentre Utiles estas sugerencias a medida que
descubre el maravilloso mundo de los libros con su familia!

Ayude a su nifio a resumir la historia utilizando las
siguientes preguntas:

o ;De quién o de qué se trata la historia?

o ;Cuando o dénde se desarrolla la historia ?

o ;Qué pasa primero? ;Qué pasa después? ;Cémo

termina la historia?

o ;Qué leccion aprendio el personaje?

Lea libros en voz alta regularmente. No importa la edad
de su nino, leer libros en voz alta es una gran experiencia
de unién.

Brinde oportunidades para la lectura compartida. En la
lectura compartida, se turnan con su nifio para leer en voz
alta. Esto podria ser turnarse leyendo una pagina o un
parrafo.

Invite a su nifo a leer su libro favorito a un hermano
menor, amigo, o incluso a la mascota de la familia.

Grave a su nifio leyendo su libro favorito o parte de un
libro. Mande por correo el video a un familiar o amigo.
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Families and Reading Month

Intermediate Grades

April 2023

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES

*Ensure your child completes the suggested activity or reads for 20 minutes each day. Initial the box for that day. If
you skip a day, read for 40 minutes the next day and initial both boxes. At the end of the month, sign the calendar
and return it to your child's teacher. Activities listed are not required for the Certificate of Achievement.
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TUE |
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Parent’s Name
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CALENDARIO DE ACTIVIDADES

Grados Intermedios

Abril 2023

* Asegurese de que su hijo termine la actividad sugerida o lee durante 20 minutos cada dia. Inicial de la caja para ese dia. 5i se olvida de
un dia, leer durante 40 minutos al dia siguiente y sus iniciales en ambos cuadros. Al final del mes, &l calendario firma y regresra la

MES DE FAMILIAS Y LECTURA

maestra de su hijo. Actividades enumeradas no son necesanios para &l Certificado de Logro.
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GRADES 4-5

The Families and Reading resources are created to give families suggestions for new books, magazines, and apps to
share. The information presented in these books and magazines represents the thoughts and opinions of the
authors and does not necessarily represent the viewpoints of the Keystone State Literacy Association.

For more resources, visit your local library or one of the following sites:
» Power Library (www.powerlibrary.org) A PA library collaboration of shared materials and resources. Click
on the links at the top of the homepage to view recommendations or to visit Power Kids.
« Visit Scholastic (www.scholastic.com/parents) and Amazon (www.amazon.com) for more book options.



http://www.powerlibrary.org/
http://www.scholastic.com/parents
http://www.amazon.com/

Classic Books:

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume

The Watsons Go to Birmingham by Christopher Paul Curtis

James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl

From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E.L. Konigsburg
A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine LEngle

MNumber the Stars by Lois Lowry

Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan

Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Maylor
Holes by Louis Sachar

Newer Informational Books:

The Undefeafed by Kwame Alexander - This poetic book highlights contributions made by some of the
world's greatest Black American heroes throughout history to more recent events.

30, 000 Stitches: The Inspiring Story of the National 8411 Flag by Amanda Davis and Sally Wern Comport -
The inspiring story of the American flag that flew over Ground Zero and traveled across the US.

Crossings: Extraordinary Structures for Extracrdinary Animals by Katy Duffield and Mike Crodan - Explore
mad-made wildlife crossings around the world and how they are helping save thousands of animals
every day.

The Curse of the Mummy: Uncovering Tutankhamun’s Tomb by Candace Fleming - Tutankhamun ruled
and died tragically young. His tomb was filled with every treasure he would need after death and
possibly cursed.

Owvenview, Young Explarers Edifion: A New Way of Seeing Earth by Benjamin Grant and Sandra Markle -
Discover Earth as you've never seen it before, in this stunning and unigue collection of satellite images
that offer an unexpected look at our planet.

Sprouting Wings: The True Story of James Herman Banning, the First African-American Pilof to Hy Across
the United Sfates by Louisa Jagger, Shari Becker, and Floyd Cooper - In & journey that would span
3,300 miles and inspire a nation, James Herman Banning proved that you can't put barriers on dreams.

Hidden Wonders: A Guide to the Flanet’s Wildest, Weirdest Flaces by Lonely Planet Kids - Take a journey
into the unknown and discover the planet's wildest and most wonderful sights that you never knew
existed.

Mars: Earthiings Welcome by Stacy McAnulty - Mars is a planet with a big personality. In first-person
narration, Mars shares all its many features that are much better than Earth's.

Flip! How the Frisbee Took Fight by Margaret Muirhead and Adam Gustavson - Fred Momison's invention
quest began in 1932 after tossing a tin popcorn lid around in the backyard.

The Eveball Alphabet Book by Jerry Pallotta and Shennen Bersani - Learn by staring right into the eyes of
familiar and not-so-familiar animals.

We Are Sfill Here! Native American Truths Everyorne Should Know by Traci Sorell and Frané Lessac -
Twelve Native American kids present historical and contemporary laws, policies, struggles, and
victories in Mative life.

Unspeaxable: The Tuisa Race Massacre by Carole Boston Weatherford and Floyd Cooper - The book

traces the history of African Americans in Tulsa and chronicles the devastation that occurred in 1921
when a white mob attacked the Black community.

Woorl The Truth About Dogs by Annette Whipple and Juanbjuan Oliver - The author answers many
questions about dogs, and even adds some exira information provided by the dogs themselves.

Wewer Fiction Books:
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Aman and the Night Brothers by B.B. Alston - When Amari finds a ticking briefcase in her supposedly dead
brother's closet containing @ nomination for a summer fryout at the Bureau of Supernatural Affairs,
she’s ceriain the secretive organization holds the key to locating her brother.




Once Upon a Camel by Kathi Appelt and Eric Rohmann - £ada is a camel with a treasure trove of stories fo
tell, and she is taking one more grand adventure which could lead to the most brilliant story yet.

Willodeen by Katherine Applegate - Willodeen adores creatures of all kinds, but her favorites are the most
unlovable beasts in the land called screechers. Can she save them?

Yusul Azeem is Not a Hero by Saadia Farugi - Yusuf is eager to participate in the regional robotics
competition, which he just knows he can win. The twentieth anniversary of the 911 terrorist attacks has
everyone in his Muslim community on edge, and it may impact the competition.

Starfish by Lisa Fipps - Ever since Ellie wore a whale swimsuit at her 5th birthday party, she's been bullied
about her weight. To cope, she tries to live by special rules when she really needs to leamn to live with
herself.

The Remarkable Journey of Coyate Sunrise by Dan Gemeinhart - For five years, Coyote and her dad have
lived on the road in an old school bus, crisscrossing the nation. It's also how long ago Coyote lost her
mom and two sisters in a car crash.

The Elephant ir the Room by Holly Goldberg Sloan - Sila misses her mother who is trying to immigrate to
the US, but she spends time with an unlikely group who makes an unlikely rescue.

The Lion of Mars by Jennifer L. Holm - Bell has spent his whole life on Mars, but he's still just a regular kid
whao is curious about the secrets the adults in the US colony are keeping.

Stella by McCall Hoyle - Told from Stella's perspective, this story is about a special dog who must find the
courage to overcome her fears in order to help save a young girl with epilepsy.

When You Trap a Tiger by Tae Keller - Would you make a deal with a magical tiger? This uplifting story
brings Korean folklore to life as a girl goes on a guest to unlock the power of stories and save her
grandmother.

Linked by Gordon Korman - Somegne sneaks into the middle school and vandalizes it with a swastika.
How could such a symbol of hate end up in the middle of their school? Who can solve the mystery?

Operation Final Notice by Matthew Landis - As the countdown to the new year rolls ahead, Ronny and Jo
learn what can happen to best-laid plans and how fo depend on one another and their community when
things get tough.

Willa and the Whale by Chad Maorris and Shelley Brown - After losing her maom, Willa is grieving and having
a hard time living with her dad and his new family. She gains trust in an unlikely friend, a blue whale.

Becoming Muhammad Al by James Patterson and Kwame Alexander - Before he was a household name,
Cassius Clay was a kid with struggles like any other.

Stuntboy, In the Meantime by Jason Reynolds - Portico Reeves is Stuntboy. Stuntboy is the greatest
superhero you've never heard of.

The Christmas Fig by J. K. Rowling - Jack loves his childhood toy, Dur Pig. DP has always been there for
him, through good and bad. Until one Christmas Eve when DF is lost.

Watercress by Andrea Wang and Jason Chin- A story about the power of sharing memaories, including the
painful ones, and the way our heritage stays with and shapes us, even when we don't see it

Ways to Make Sunshine by Renee Watson - Ryan is all about irying fo see the best in people, so when the
unexpected happens, she always finds a way forward with plenty of sunshine.

Series Books:
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According to Humphrey by Betty Bimey

The Last Kids on Earth by Max Brallier

A Dog's Purpose by W. Bruce Cameron

Amuiet by Kazu Kibuishi

Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney

The Baby-5itters Club Graphic Novels by Ann Martin
Ranger in Time by Kate Messner

Next Time You See.._nonfiction series by Emily Morgan




Dog Man by Dav Pilkey

39 Clues by Rick Riordan

Bone Collection by Jeff Smith

The Wings of Fire by Tui Sutherdand
I Survived... by Lauren Tarshis
Who Was. .7 by various authors
Hile by Judd Winick

Ten True Tales by Allan Zullo

Poetry:

I Wish | Had a Wookiee: And Other Poems for Qur Galaxy by lan Doescher - These Star Wars-themed
poems celebrate childhood, creativity, and imagination.

A Place Inside of Me: A Poem to Heal the Heart by Zetta Elliot - Summertime is filled with joy until a
community is deeply wounded by a shooting. As fall tumns to winter and then spring, fear grows into
anger, then pride and peace.

No Vioice Too Small: Fourteen Young Americans Making History edited by Lindsay Metcalf, Keila Dawson,
and Jeanette Bradley - Leam about fourteen young activists who have stepped up to make a change in
their community and the United States.

Good Luck Gold & Mare by Janet Wong - Wong's collection of poems explores topics such as race,
identity, and culture.

Magazines:

Highlights for Children
Mational Geographic Kids
Owl Magazine

Ranger Rick

Sporis lllustrated for Kids
Zoobooks

Educational Apps:
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Bloxels - build, play, and share your own video games

Chicktionary - create as many possible words from seven letiers

Duolingo (iQS) - learm another language

Epic - build an unlimited library of children’s books

Four Letiers - given four letters, build the word

Google Arts and Culture: People, places, and events that shaped our world (also a website)
Little Bird Tales (i0S) - take photos and record audio and use them to create s story

Mad Libs - like the paper-pencil version, create stories using various parts of speech

Maovel Effect - bring your stories to life with music, sound effects, and character voices
OwerDrive or Libby by OverDrive - borrow eBooks from your local library




