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WELCOME MESSAGE

March 2023

Dear Families,
Let’s read!

Children develop a love of stories and poems when they read or are read to on a regular basis. These
experiences enrich and expand their world and encourage imagination. At the same time, you will be building
family memories to last a lifetime.

With this in mind, the Keystone State Literacy Association (KSLA) - which is committed to developing a love
of reading in all children across Pennsylvania, - is proclaiming the month of April as Families and Reading
Month. Throughout the month, families all across the state will be sharing the joys of reading at home. We
hope you will join in the fun by reading with your child each day in April.

Throughout Families and Reading Month, we encourage families to engage in reading or reading activities
for 15 minutes each day during the month of April. Attached you will find a calendar of ideas and activities
to promote reading. The activities are suggestions that can also be incorporated into a reading schedule
throughout the year.

As a thank-you for your support and encouragement, we ask, at the end of April, that you sign the attached
calendar and return it to your child’s teacher. In return, you and your child will receive a Certificate of
Achievement.

We hope you will take time to create some special memories during April. Now, let’s read!

Sincerely,

ALibtn Ut

Debbie Urso
KSLA Families and Reading
Committee Chair
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UN BIENVENIDO

Marzo 2023
Queridas Familias,
'Vamos a leer!

Los ninos desarrollan un amor a los cuentos y poemas cuando leen o les leen regularmente. Estas
experiencias enriquecen y amplia su mundo y fomentar la imaginacién. Al mismo tiempo, se le construyen
recuerdos familiares que duraran toda la vida.

Con esto en mente, La Asociacidon Estatal de Lectura Keystone de Pensilvania (KSLA)- que se compromete a
desarrollar un amor por la lectura en los nifios a través de Pensilvania - proclama el mes de abril como el Mes
de las Familias y la Lectura. Durante todo el mes, las familias en todo el estado va a compartir las alegrias de
la lectura en casa. Esperamos que se unan a la diversién de la lectura con su hijo(a) todos los dias en abril.

Por medio de las familias y Mes de Lectura, animamos a las familias a participar en la lectura o las actividades
de lectura por 15 minutos cada dia durante el mes de abril. Adjunto encontrard un calendario de ideas y
actividades para promover la lectura. Las actividades son sugerencias de que también se pueden
incorporarse en un horario de lectura durante todo el ano.

Como agradecimiento por su apoyo y dnimo, nos le pedimos que a finales de abril firme el calendario adjunto
y devolverlo al profesor(a) de su hijo(a). A cambio, usted y su hijo(a) recibirdn un Certificado de
Aprovechamiento.

Nosotros espermaos que usted crea memorias especiales durante el mes de abril. jAhora vamos a leer!

Sinceramente,

ALibtn Ut

Debbie Urso
KSLA Families and Reading
Committee Chair
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READING ALOUD TO

YOUR CHILDREN

Reading aloud is a gift you can give to your children
from the day they are born until the time they leave

the nest. Children’s reading experts agree that
reading aloud offers the easiest and most effective

way to help children become lifelong readers. It will

be as much fun for you as it is for your children.

A child whose day includes listening to lively stories
is more likely to grow up loving books and wanting to
read them. To spark this desire in your children, try

some of these suggestions offered by Reading Is

Fundamental (RIF), a national nonprofit organization

that inspires children to read.

Set aside a special time each day to read aloud to
your children. Fifteen minutes a day is an ideal
time.

Vary your selections. For very young children,
look for picture books with illustrations or
photographs and print that is simple and clear.
Once your child enters elementary school,
consider picture books, magazines, and even
chapter books.

Read slowly and with expression. The more you
ham it up, the more your children will love it.
Have your children sit where they can see the
book clearly, especially if it has pictures.

As you read aloud, encourage your children to
get in on the act. Invite them to describe
pictures, read bits of text, or predict what will
happen next.

Children like a sense of completion, so finish
what you begin. If the book is too lengthy to
finish in one sitting, find an appropriate stopping
point, such as the end of a chapter, and visit it
later in the day or the next day.

Continue to read aloud to your children even
after they begin school and are independent
readers. There is no age limit to reading to your
children.

Older children may enjoy reading aloud to a
younger sibling. They often like to revisit some of
their old favorites.

ksla.wildapricot.org




LEYENDO EN VOZ ALTA A

SUS NINOS

Leer en voz alta es un regalo que le puede dar a sus
hijos desde el dia que nacen hasta que dejan el nido.
Los expertos en la lectura de los nifos estan de
acuerdo que leer en voz alta ofrece la manera mas
facil y efectiva de ayudar a los nifios a convertirse en
lectores de por vida. Sera tan divertido para usted,
asi como para sus nifos.

Un nifo cuyo dia incluye escuchar historias animadas
es mas probable que crezca amando los libros y
queriendo leerlos. Para despertar este deseo en sus
hijos, es posible que desee probar algunas de estas
sugerencias que ofrece Reading Is Fundamental (RIF)
(Leer Es Fundamental), una organizacion sin fines de
lucro que inspira a los jévenes a leer.

Reserve un tiempo especial cada dia para leer en
voz alta a sus hijos. Quince minutos al dia es un
tiempo ideal.

Varie sus selecciones. Para los ninos muy
pequenos, busque libros con ilustraciones o
fotografias, y que la letra sea simple y clara. Una
vez que su nifio ingrese a la escuela elemental,
considere libros con dibujos, revistas, y hasta
libros de capitulos.

Lea lentamente y con expresidn. Mientras mas lo
exagere, mas les gustara a sus nifios.

Haga que sus nifos se sienten en un lugar donde
puedan ver el libro claramente, especialmente si
es un libro con dibujos o revistas.

Mientras lee en voz alta, anime a sus nifios a
participar. Invitelos a describir las imagenes, leer
fragmentos del texto, o predecir lo que pasara
después.

A los nifios les gusta un sentido de finalizacién,
entonces termine lo que empezé. Si el libro es
demasiado largo para terminarlo en una sola vez,
busque un punto apropiado para parar, asi como
el final de un capitulo, y visitelo mas tarde en el
dia, o al dia siguiente.

Continte leyendo en voz alta a sus nifios incluso
hasta después de empezar la escuela y sean
lectores independientes. No hay limite de edad
para leer a sus ninos.

Los ninos mayores pueden disfrutar de leer en
voz alta a su hermano menor. A menudo les gusta
revisar sus libros viejos favoritos.
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TIPS FOR SELECTING
LITERATURE WITH CHILDREN

With so many books to choose from, how do you select the
right ones for your child? How do you know if your child is
enjoying or understanding what you’re reading together?
May you find these suggestions useful as you discover the
wonderful world of books with your family!

o Select books that appeal to your child’s interest.

o Take your child to the local public library. If
he/she doesn't already have a library card, get
him/her one. Browse the bookshelves and
borrow some new titles that you can read
together.

o Talk to your child about what you are reading
together.

o Ask questions about what is happening and
why.

o Encourage him to ask questions to clarify
what is happening or wonder about
something that isn’t clear.

o Ask questions that begin with why or how to » Help your child summarize a story using these
promote deep thinking. questions:

¢ Use the Internet to research answers to Who or what is the story about?
unanswered questions or to extend learning When or where does the story take place?
about a certain topic from a book. What happens first?

What happens next?

How does the story end?

What lesson did the character learn?

¢ Read books aloud to your child on a regular basis. No
matter your child’s age, reading aloud to him/her is a
great bonding experience.

¢ Provide opportunities for shared reading. In a shared
reading, you take turns reading aloud with your child.
This could be taking turns reading a page or a
paragraph.

« Invite your child to read a favorite book to a younger
sibling, friend, or even a family pet.

O O 0 o o

o
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CONSEJOS PARA SELECCIONAR
Y USAR LITERATURA CON NINOS

¢ Seleccione libros que atraigan el interés de su nifo.

e Lleve a su nifo a la biblioteca publica local. Si él o
ella no tiene todavia una tarjeta de la biblioteca,
consiganle una. Busque en las estanterias y pida
prestados algunos titulos nuevos que puedan leer
juntos.

* Hable con su nifio acerca de lo que estan leyendo
juntos.

o Haga preguntas acerca de lo que est4 pasando y
por qué.

o Motivelo a que haga preguntas para clarificar lo
gue esta pasando o cuestione algo que no esté
claro.

o Haga preguntas que empiecen con por qué o
cémo para promover el pensamiento profundo.

o Utilice el internet para buscar respuestas a preguntas
sin respuesta o para ampliar el aprendizaje acerca de
un tema determinado de un libro.

Con tantos libros que se puede elegir, ;como seleccionas los
adecuados para tu nino? ; Cémo sabes si tu nino estd
disfrutando o entendiendo lo que estdn leyendo juntos?
iOjald encuentre Utiles estas sugerencias a medida que
descubre el maravilloso mundo de los libros con su familia!

Ayude a su nifio a resumir la historia utilizando las
siguientes preguntas:

o ;De quién o de qué se trata la historia?

o ;Cuando o dénde se desarrolla la historia ?

o ;Qué pasa primero? ;Qué pasa después? ;Cémo

termina la historia?

o ;Qué leccion aprendio el personaje?

Lea libros en voz alta regularmente. No importa la edad
de su nino, leer libros en voz alta es una gran experiencia
de unién.

Brinde oportunidades para la lectura compartida. En la
lectura compartida, se turnan con su nifio para leer en voz
alta. Esto podria ser turnarse leyendo una pagina o un
parrafo.

Invite a su nifo a leer su libro favorito a un hermano
menor, amigo, o incluso a la mascota de la familia.

Grave a su nifio leyendo su libro favorito o parte de un
libro. Mande por correo el video a un familiar o amigo.
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Primary Grades

April 2023

Families and Reading Month \

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES

*Ensure your child completes the suggested activity or reads for 15 minutes each day. Initial the box for that day. If
you skip a day, read for 30 minutes the following day and initial 2 days. At the end of the month, sign this colendar
and return it to your child's teacher. Activities listed are not required for the Certificate of Achievement.

SUN

MON

TUE

|  weD

THU

FRI

SAT

Child's Name & Grade

Family Member Signature

Check out sorme

books,

2

3

4

5

7

Cut a comic strip
apart. Have your child

Page through a family
photo album and talk
the memories
wates have
captured.

Cut words out of the

mewspaper. Glue

the=m on paper to
a

sentence

Hanve your child
practios his address
and important phone
numibers

Resad & new book o
an ald favorite to
your child

Start reading a story
and stop before the

Have a treasure hunt
Leave picture or word

clues o follow to

reach the treasure

10

11

12

13

14

15

Heslg your child create
a map af your home.

Harve your child
describe a family
member or frhend

Guess who it s,

Take a walk_ Close
your eyes and listen
far the sounds of
spring. Make a k=t of

Heslp your child plant

flower or w

Harve your child write
a note or an email to
a Friend or relative,

Start teling a famniliar
stony. Have your child
write a new ending

Sing favarite songs ar
COMPpase a new one
'.'_p.".'ll.‘l'

16

17

19

21

22

Hedp your child write
and illustrate a ston
about a favorite

aramal

Have your child plan
a Fun family activity.

Have fun reading
writing with your
child.

Read a story. Make
puppets out of small

paper bags o socks
and act out the story.

the next riwming
word will be

G on a letter,

t | numbes, or color hunt

with your child

Ga on a walk with
your child and play
Follow the Leader.

24

27

28

29

child and ask him for

a word that rymes
of creaste tongue
twisters logether

0N 2 MewW eape.
togeth
have fun making it.

r and

Find a oozy pla
read a favorite

Hanve your child neted

the story

When driving with
your child, turn off

the music and talk
about the day's

events,

Read directions for a
project, Work
together to create
the: propect.

Waatch 2 nature
pragram oan TV, Talk
about what you see.

30

Go outside and write
words with your child
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CALENDARIO DE ACTIVIDADES

MES DE FAMILIAS Y LECTURA

Grados Primarios

Abril 2023

* Asegurese de que su hijo termine la actividad sugerida o lee durante 15 minutos cada dia. Inicial de la caja para ese dia.
Si se olvida de un dia, leer durante 30 minutos al dia siguiente y sus iniciales en ambos cuadros. Al final del mes, el
calendario firma y regresr a la maestra de su hijo. Actividades enumeradas no son necesarios para el Certificado de

Logro.
dominﬁo | lunes martes miércoles jueves viernes sabado
1
Mombre del Estudiante & Grado MNombre del Padre Visitar una biblioteca,

Obterer yr 1]
para su hyo, Echale
un viskaio 3 unos

ibros.

4 5 6 7 8

5 Oe Haga que su hipo Leer un nuevo libr

una caza de

Empezar a beer un

ica Haga oue sy C i ; practique su un favorito asu hijo | cuento y pare antes esoro. Dejar i =n
hijo o hija lo familiar y hablar de | en papel para hacer | direccion y nomeros | o hija. o palabra pistas a
cologuen en el orden | los recuerdos las una nueva frase. de tebefono seguir para alcancar
COFTecto. fotos han capturado. mportantes. predecir el fnal. el tesoro

a 10 11 12 13 14 15

HAyude a su hijo a Pidaasubijoohja | Dar un paeo. Gerra | Ayude a su hijo o hija [Pregurte asu hijo o | Empezar a contar una | Cantar canciones
Crear un mapa oe sy | gue describa a un los ojos y escuche los | a plantar una flor o hjade escribiruna | historia familiar. Haga | favoritas o componer
casa. familiar o amiga. sonidos de la semilla de hortalizas. | nota o correa gue su hiya escriba un | junbos una nueva
Adiving quien es. primavers, Hags una | Hacer una grafica electronico a un nuevo fina
ista de bos sonidos. | para trazar su amigo o pariente,

crecmierio,

17 18 19 20 21 22

Haga que su hije o Trate de diviertirse Leer un cuenta. Leya un poema, Deje | Ir enuna caza de Viay @ un paseo con sy
hija plane una leyendo y escribiendo | Hacer titeres de que su higa o hija letras nimeros o h hija y juegen de
actividad divertida con su hije o hija bols de pape adivine cudl serd la colores con su higo o

animal favarita. para ka famikia. peguefias o medias y | prasirma palabra hya.

fuera de la rima.

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Dexirle a su hijo o hija M Muey Jugar un juego de Encontrar un hugar Leea las imstrucciones | Ver un programa de
de pedir una palabra a, Leanio juntas | mesa despue acagedor para leer un | ¥ para un proyeclo, la resturaless en b
Que rima o crea y divertirse as indicacanes cuento favorito. Haga Trabajar juntos para | tedevisidn. Hablar de
trabalenguas juntos. | haciéndolo. juntos. Que su nifio cortar ka - =l proyecto lo que ves,
historia. a.
30 Preparado por las Familias y of Comité de Lectura de la Asociacion de Keystone State Literacy

Salga afuera a escribi
palabras consu hijo o
hiya usando tiza sobre
el axfalto o con un
palo en el barro.
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GRADES 2-3

The Families and Reading resources are created to give families suggestions for new books, magazines, and apps to
share. The information presented in these books and magazines represents the thoughts and opinions of the
authors and does not necessarily represent the viewpoints of the Keystone State Literacy Association.

For more resources, visit your local library or one of the following sites:
» Power Library (www.powerlibrary.org) A PA library collaboration of shared materials and resources. Click
on the links at the top of the homepage to view recommendations or to visit Power Kids.
« Visit Scholastic (www.scholastic.com/parents) and Amazon (www.amazon.com) for more book options.



http://www.powerlibrary.org/
http://www.scholastic.com/parents
http://www.amazon.com/

[Classic Books:

The Mitten by Jan Breit

The BFG by Roald Dahl

Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge by Mem Fox
Bunnicuia by James Howe

Thunder Cake by Pafricia Polacco

Chocolate Fever by Robert Kimmel Smith
Chariofte’'s Web by E.B. White

The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams

Wewer Informational Books:

Crossings: Extraordinary Structures for Extraordinary Animals by Katy Duffield and Mike Orodan - Explore
mad-made wildlife crossings around the word and how they are helping save thousands of animals
every day.

The Lights and Types of Ships at Night by Dave Eggers - Full of details on different types of ships, the book
features stunning illustrations of the boats it up at nighttime, reflecting on the water and sparkling in the
chy.

Flay Like an Animal: Why Critters Splash, Race, Twirl and Chase by Maria Gianferrar - Explore the
different ways animals play and how playing benefits animals.

Sprouting Wings: The True Story of James Herman Banning, the First African-American Filof to Ay Across
the United Sfates by Louisa Jagger, Shari Becker, and Floyd Cooper - In a journey that would span
3,300 miles and inspire a nation, James Herman Banning proved that you can't put barriers on dreams.

Dream Builder: The Sfory of Architect Philip Freelon by Kelly Starling Lyons - Celebrate a contemporary
black STEAM role model who built one of the Smithsonian Museums.

Mars: Earthiings Welcome by Stacy McAnulty - Mars is a planet with a big personality. In first-person
narration, Mars shares all its many features that are much better than Earth's.

Mornings with Monef by Barb Rosenstock - Monet wakes up early, gets in his boat, and fravels down the
river. He waits for the light and then he paints.

Tails from the Animal Shelter by Stephanie Shaw - Ten different animals in this book represent the millions
of pets brought to shelters every day and it highlights the caring work of animal shelters everywhere.

We Are Still Here! Native American Truths Everyone Should Krow by Traci Sorell and Frané Lessac -

Twelve MNative American kids present historical and contemporary laws, policies, struggles, and
victories in Native life.

Summertime Sleepers: Animals That Estivate by Melissa Stewart and Sarah S. Brannen - Everyone knows
about animals that hibernate in winter, so it's time to discover animals that sleep all summer.

The Elephants Come Home: A True Story of Seven Elephants, Two People, and One Extraordinary
Friendship by Kim Tomsic and Hadley Hooper - This book tells the story of two conservationists and
their lifelong bond with & herd of elephants at Thula Thula Animal Reserve.

Just You and Me: Remarkable Relationships in the Wild by Jennifer Ward and Alexander Vidal - Celebrate
perfect partnerships in nature with this fascinating riyyming picture book exploring symbiosis.

The Stars Beckoned: Edward White's Amazing Walk in Space by Candy Wellins and Courtney Dawson -
This is a lyrical picture book biography of Edward White, the first American to walk in space.

Woofl The Truth About Dogs by Annette Whipple and Juanbjuan Oliver - The author answers many
questions about dogs, and even adds some exira information provided by the dogs themselves.

Wewer Fiction Books:
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Our Friend Hedgehog: The Story of Us by Lauren Castillo - Hedgehog lives on an island with only her
stuffed dog, Mutty. When a storm carries Mutty away, she embarks on a guest to find her.

Waiting for a8 Warbler by Sneed B. Collard Ill and Thomas Brooks - Owen's family watches televised
reports of a great storm over the Gulf of Mexico, fearing what it may mean for migrating songhbirds.




Yusuf Azeem is Not @ Hero by Saadia Farugi - Yusuf is eager to participate in the regional robofics
competition, which he just knows he can win. The twentieth anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks has
everyone in his Muslim community on edge, and it may impact the competition.

MNobody Hugs a Cactus by Carter Goodrich - Hank is a cactus who is prickly inside and out. When he staris
feeling lonely, he decides a hug might be good, but no one wants to give him one. Mo one, that is, until
Rosie tumbles by.

Ten Beautiful Things by Molly Beth Griffin and Maribel Lechuga - Lily and her grandmother search for ten
beautiful things as they take a long car ride to lowa and Lily's new home with Gran.

Eyes that Kiss in the Corners by Joanna Ho - An Asian girl notices that her eyes look different from her
peers. Just like the women in her life, she recognizes her own beauty and discovers a path to self-love.

War Stories by Gordon Korman - There are two things Trevor loves maore than anything else: playing
war-based video games and his great-grandfather Jacob, who is a true-blue, bona fide war hero.

When Langston Dances by Kaija Langley and Keith Mallett - Ever since he saw the Alvin Ailey Dance
Company perform, Langston longs to dance.

A Friend Like You by Frank Murphy, Charmnaie Gordon, and Kayla Herren - There's nothing in the world like
& wonderful friend to laugh with you, hug you, and have adventures with you.

Rissy No Kissies by Katey Howes and Jess Engle - Rissy's friends and family wonder if she's sick,
confused, or rude, but kisses make Rissy uncomfortable and she shares this message.

Madeline Ainn and the Therapy Dog by Lisa Papp - Madeline and Star are off to a refirement community
where Star will take his tests to become a therapy dog. Madeline can't stop thinking about an elderly
man who never smiles. What can she and Star do to help?

The Christmas Fig by J. K. Rowling - Jack loves his childhood toy, Dur Pig. DP has always been there for
him, through good and bad. Until one Christmas Eve when DF is lost.

The Color Collector by Nicholas Solis and Renia Metallinou - A boy notices the new girl picking up debris |
and litter on their walks home from school and discovers that she uses it to create a mural at home.
Your Name [s a Song by Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow - After a little girl is frustrated by a day full of teachers
and classmates mispronouncing her name, her mother teaches her about the musicality of names.
Watercress by Andrea Wang and Jason Chin - A story about the power of sharing memories, including the

painful ones, and the way our heritage stays with and shapes us, even when we don't see it

Ways to Make Sunshine by Renee Watson - Ryan is all about trying to see the best in people, so when the
unexpected happens, she always finds a way forward with plenty of sunshine.

The Day You Begin by Jacqueline Woodson - A heariwarming book about finding the courage fo connect,
even when you feel scared and alone.

I Am the Sform by Jane Yolen and Heidi Stemple - Through family stories, children leam how fo be
prepared and resilient during tornadoes, blizzards, wildfires, and hurricanes.

The Boring Book by Shisuke Yoshitake - “I'm bored!” Every child says it, and so does this book’s main
character. He soon realizes that boredom is a portal into exciting experiences.

Series books:
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Eere Elementary by Jack Chabert

Owl Dvaries by Rebecca Ellioft

Extreme Animals by Steve Jenkins

I Wonder series of nonfiction books by DK Publishing
Warniars by Erin Hunter

Amulet by Kazu Kibuishi

The Zack and Zoe Mysteries by Mike Lupica

Jada Jones by Kelly Starling Lyons

What If You Had by Sandra Markle

The Baby-Sitters Club Graphic Novels by Ann Martin
The Magic Tree House by Mary Pope Osborne
Weird But True by National Geographic Kids




Jumie B. Jones by Barbara Park
Who Would Win? by Jerry Pallotta
Dog Man by Dav Pilkey

Ranger in Time by Kate Messner
HilLo by Judd Winick

Poetry Books:

I Wish | Had a Wookiee: And Other Poems for Our Galaxy by lan Doescher - These Star Wars-themed
poems celebrate childhood, creativity, and imagination.

I'm Just No Good at Rhyming: And Other Nonsense for Mischievous Kids and Immature Grown-Uips by
Chris Harris - Pour over the text and illustrations as you read these laugh-out-loud poems for the young
and old.

Boom! Bellow! Bieat! Animal Foems for Two or More Voices by Georgia Heard - A collection of poems
based on research about animal sounds. Includes additional nonfiction information in the back matter.

No Voice Too Small: Fourfeen Young Amernicans Making History edited by Lindsay Metcalf, Keila Dawson,
and Jeanette Bradley - Leam about fourfeen young activists who have stepped up fo make change in
their community and the United States.

Hop fo It: Poems fo Get You Moving by Sylvia Vardell and Janet Wong - This collection includes 100
poems to get you moving as well as fun facts about the topics in the collection.

Magazines:
Highlights for Children
Mational Geographic for Kids
Ranger Rick
Sporis lllustrated for Kids
Stone Soup: The Magazine by Young Writers and Artisis
Zoobooks

Educational Apps:
Adventure Academy - learning games and books for reading, math, and science
Chicktionary - create as many possible words from seven letiers
Curious World (i0S) - features games, books, and videos for reading, math, and science
Epic — build an unlimited library of children's books
Kodable (i05) - a fuzzy character follows sequenced directions that you write to complete mazes
Little Bird Tales (iQ3) - take photos and record audio and use them to create a story
Mad Libs - like the paper-pencil version, create stories using various parts of speech
My Story (iQ3S) - create a book with visuals and fext
Maowvel Effect - bring your stories to life with music, sound effects, and character voices
Sushi Scramble - make words from the given letter tiles
Word Wizard - phonics and word building
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