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Alone by Megan E. Freeman
When twelve-year-old Maddie hatches a scheme for a secret sleepover with her two best friends,
she ends up waking up to a nightmare. She’s alone—left behind in a town that has been
mysteriously evacuated and abandoned.

With no one to rely on, no power, and no working phone lines or internet access, Maddie slowly
learns to survive on her own. Her only companions are a Rottweiler named George and all the books
she can read. After a rough start, Maddie learns to trust her own ingenuity and invents clever ways
to survive in a place that has been deserted and forgotten.

As months pass, she escapes natural disasters, looters, and wild animals. But Maddie’s most
formidable enemy is the crushing loneliness she faces every day. Can Maddie’s stubborn will to
survive carry her through the most frightening experience of her life?

(Realistic Fiction, grades 6-8)

Amari and the Night Brothers by B.B. Alton
Amari Peters has never stopped believing her missing brother, Quinton, is alive. Not even when the
police told her otherwise, or when she got in trouble for standing up to bullies who said he was gone
for good.

So when she finds a ticking briefcase in his closet, containing a nomination for a summer tryout at
the Bureau of Supernatural Affairs, she’s certain the secretive organization holds the key to locating
Quinton—if only she can wrap her head around the idea of magicians, fairies, aliens, and other
supernatural creatures all being real.

Now she must compete for a spot against kids who’ve known about magic their whole lives. No
matter how hard she tries, Amari can’t seem to escape their intense doubt and scrutiny—especially
once her supernaturally enhanced talent is deemed “illegal.” With an evil magician threatening the
supernatural world, and her own classmates thinking she’s an enemy, Amari has never felt more
alone. But if she doesn’t stick it out and pass the tryouts, she may never find out what happened to
Quinton.

(Fantasy, grades  6-8)



Born Behind Bars by Padma Venkatraman
Kabir has been in jail since the day he was born, because his mom is serving time for a crime she
didn't commit. He's never met his dad, so the only family he's got are their cellmates, and the only
place he feels the least bit free is in the classroom, where his kind teacher regales him with stories of
the wonders of the outside world. Then one day a new warden arrives and announces Kabir is too
old to stay. He gets handed over to a long-lost "uncle" who unfortunately turns out to be a fraud, and
intends to sell Kabir. So Kabir does the only thing he can--run away as fast as his legs will take him.
How does a boy with nowhere to go and no connections make his way? Fortunately, he befriends
Rani, another street kid, and she takes him under her wing. But plotting their next move is hard--and
fraught with danger--in a world that cares little for homeless, low caste children. This is not the world
Kabir dreamed of--but he's discovered he's not the type to give up. Kabir is ready to show the world
that he--and his mother--deserve a place in it. (Realistic Fiction, grades 6-8)

Fast Pitch by Nic Stone
Shenice Lockwood, captain of the Fulton Firebirds, is hyper-focused when she steps up to the plate.
Nothing can stop her from leading her team to the U12 fast-pitch softball regional championship. But
life has thrown some curveballs her way.

Strike one: As the sole team of all-brown faces, Shenice and the Firebirds have to work twice as
hard to prove that Black girls belong at bat.

Strike two: Shenice’s focus gets shaken when her great-uncle Jack reveals that a
career-ending—and family-name-ruining—crime may have been a setup.

Strike three: Broken focus means mistakes on the field. And Shenice’s teammates are beginning to
wonder if she’s captain-qualified.

It's up to Shenice to discover the truth about her family’s past—and fast—before secrets take the
Firebirds out of the game forever.
(Realistic Fiction, grades 6-8)

Ground Zero by Alan Gratz
September 11, 2001, New York City: Brandon is visiting his dad at work, on the 107th floor of the
World Trade Center. Out of nowhere, an airplane slams into the tower, creating a fiery nightmare of
terror and confusion. And Brandon is in the middle of it all. Can he survive -- and escape?

September 11, 2019, Afghanistan: Reshmina has grown up in the shadow of war, but she dreams
of peace and progress. When a battle erupts in her village, Reshmina stumbles upon a wounded
American soldier named Taz. Should she help Taz -- and put herself and her family in mortal
danger?

Two kids. One devastating day. Nothing will ever be the same.
(Historical Fiction, grades 4-8)



Linked by Gordon Korman
Link, Michael, and Dana live in a quiet town. But it's woken up very quickly when someone sneaks
into school and vandalizes it with a swastika.

Nobody can believe it. How could such a symbol of hate end up in the middle of their school? Who
would do such a thing?

Because Michael was the first person to see it, he's the first suspect. Because Link is one of the
most popular guys in school, everyone's looking to him to figure it out. And because Dana's the only
Jewish girl in the whole town, everyone's treating her more like an outsider than ever.

The mystery deepens as more swastikas begin to appear. Some students decide to fight back and
start a project to bring people together instead of dividing them further. The closer Link, Michael, and
Dana get to the truth, the more there is to face-not just the crimes of the present, but the crimes of
the past.

(Realistic Fiction, grades 4-8)

Red, White, and Whole by Rajani LaRocca
Reha feels torn between two worlds: school, where she’s the only Indian American student, and
home, with her family’s traditions and holidays. But Reha’s parents don’t understand why she’s
conflicted—they only notice when Reha doesn’t meet their strict expectations. Reha feels
disconnected from her mother, or Amma, although their names are linked—Reha means “star” and
Punam means “moon”—but they are a universe apart.

Then Reha finds out that her Amma is sick. Really sick.

Reha, who dreams of becoming a doctor even though she can’t stomach the sight of blood, is
determined to make her Amma well again. She’ll be the perfect daughter, if it means saving her
Amma’s life.

(Realistic Fiction, grades 4-8)

Starfish by Lisa Fipps
Ever since Ellie wore a whale swimsuit and made a big splash at her fifth birthday party, she's been
bullied about her weight. To cope, she tries to live by the Fat Girl Rules—like "no making waves,"
"avoid eating in public," and "don't move so fast that your body jiggles." And she's found her safe
space—her swimming pool—where she feels weightless in a fat-obsessed world. In the water, she
can stretch herself out like a starfish and take up all the room she wants. It's also where she can get
away from her pushy mom, who thinks criticizing Ellie's weight will motivate her to diet. Fortunately,
Ellie has allies in her dad, her therapist, and her new neighbor, Catalina, who loves Ellie for who she
is. With this support buoying her, Ellie might finally be able to cast aside the Fat Girl Rules and
starfish in real life--by unapologetically being her own fabulous self. (Realistic Fiction, grades 6-8)



The Curse of the Mummy:Uncovering Tutankhamun’s Tomb by Candace Fleming
During the reign of the New Kingdom of Egypt, the boy pharaoh Tutankhamun ruled and died
tragically young. In order to send him on his way into the afterlife, his tomb was filled with every
treasure he would need after death. And then, it was lost to time, buried in the sands of the Valley of
the Kings.

His tomb was also said to be cursed.

Centuries later, as Egypt-mania gripped Europe, two Brits -- a rich earl with a habit for gambling and
a disreputable, determined archeologist -- worked for years to rediscover and open Tutankhamun's
tomb. But once it was uncovered, would ancient powers take their revenge for disturbing and even
looting the pharaoh's resting place? What else could explain the mysterious illnesses, accidents, and
deaths that began once it was found?
(Non-fiction grades 4-8)

The Elephant in the Room by Holly Goldberg Sloan
It's been almost a year since Sila's mother traveled halfway around the world to Turkey, hoping to
secure the immigration paperwork that would allow her to return to her family in the United States.

The long separation is almost impossible for Sila to withstand. But things change when Sila
accompanies her father (who is a mechanic) outside their Oregon town to fix a truck. There, behind
an enormous stone wall, she meets a grandfatherly man who only months before won the state
lottery. Their new alliance leads to the rescue of a circus elephant named Veda, and then to a
friendship with an unusual boy named Mateo, proving that comfort and hope come in the most
unlikely of places.

(Realistic Fiction, grades 4-8)

The Lion of Mars by Jennifer L. Holm
Bell has spent his whole life--all eleven years of it--on Mars. But he's still just a regular kid--he loves
cats and any kind of cake, and is curious about the secrets the adults in the US colony are keeping.
Like, why don't they have contact with anyone on the other Mars colonies? Why are they so
isolated? When a virus breaks out and the grown-ups all fall ill, Bell and the other children are the
only ones who can help. It's up to Bell--a regular kid in a very different world--to uncover the truth
and save his family...and possibly unite an entire planet. (Fantasy, grades 4-8)



Yusuf Azeem is Not a Hero by Saadia Faruqi
Yusuf Azeem has spent all his life in the small town of Frey, Texas—and nearly that long waiting for
the chance to participate in the regional robotics competition, which he just knows he can win.

Only, this year is going to be more difficult than he thought. Because this year is the twentieth
anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, an anniversary that has everyone in his Muslim community
on edge.

With “Never Forget” banners everywhere and a hostile group of townspeople protesting the new
mosque, Yusuf realizes that the country’s anger from two decades ago hasn’t gone away. Can he
hold onto his joy—and his friendships—in the face of heartache and prejudice?
(Realistic Fiction, grades 3-8)
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